
Balloon Twisting  
An Art Form
By Beth Florian, Building 
maintenance specialist

When I think of balloons I think of water 
balloons, balloon bouquets and twisting 
balloons to make poodles, cats, swords or the 
like. I never dreamt that balloon twisting had 
evolved into creating magnificent life size 
sculptures. My outlook changed when I saw 
Swifty the Clown, also known as Allen Stay. 
Swifty is not your average clown and certainly 
not your average balloon entertainer.

Allen has been 
performing since 
high school. He 
dabbled with 
magic, picked up 
juggling from the 
book “Juggling for 
the Complete Klutz” 
and joined a mime troupe for five years, during 
which he learned balloon twisting!  Allen 
has helped make this a new art form and has 
worked on projects around the United States 
and overseas. The largest piece he built solo 
was a half size steam locomotive!  (In case 
you’re wondering, balloons are biodegradable. 
Inflating the balloon begins the process and 
sunlight quickens it, but the combination of 
oxygen and 
ozone attack 
natural 
rubber even 
in the dark). 

Allen’s 
work will 
adorn the 
Farmpark 
this fall with life size farm themed balloon 
sculptures including a hay baler, hay wagon, 
tractor and a farmer or two. With the help 
of some friends, it will take four days to build 
using 10,000 to 30,000 balloons! Allen is 
excited about this project, “It’s the first time 
I’m doing one in my home town!”  
he says. 

Allen’s display will run from September 27 
through October 5. You can also see him 
making poodles, cats, swords and other 
creations at Fall Harvest Festival and the 
Barnyard Barbecue Bash.

The Barnyard  
   Barbecue Bash
By Andrew H. Baker,  
Farmpark Administrator

Barnyard Barbecue Bash celebrates its fifth year on October 4. 
The barbecue, a Lake Parks Foundation fundraiser, supports 
a wide range of Farmpark’s programs. This family-oriented 
event includes food, horse and tractor drawn wagon rides, 
a Border collie demonstration, the corn maze, pony rides, 
square dancing, singing around a campfire, making s’mores 
and more. There is also a Chinese auction with items such as 
bicycles, baskets of kids’ games and toys.

Ticket prices are kept low to 
encourage family participa-
tion. The barbecue committee 
consists of Farmpark friends 
who volunteer their time 
and resources and solicit 
contributions from generous 
individuals and businesses 
in the community. Other 
friends like Swifty the Clown, 
Cowboy Ben, Ron Shissler, 
Bob Howell, the Pony Ride 
Express and dedicated Lake Metroparks staff volunteer their 
talents and services to provide the activities. All the food 
and beverages are donated by Sawyer House, Coca Cola, 
GFS Food Supply, Eat’nPark, Patterson’s Fruit Farm, Sage’s 
Orchard and Sam’s Club.

This is the only general fundraiser held to support Farmpark’s 
programs. Funds support education programs for schools with 
economic need, renewable energy programs and displays, the 
grain exhibit, the Light Horse program, exhibits, the devel-
opment of the Woodland Center program and more. So join 
us for an evening of fun and help Farmpark grow.

If you are interested in helping or supporting the event, 
contact Andy Baker at 440-256-2105. To register, call  
440-256-2122 or go to www.lakeparksfoundation.org.

Farmpark member Chip Kulp and 
Sawyer House's Mark Fuerst volunteer 
as cooks for the barbecue.

Guests at the barbecue watch a Border collie demo, one of Farmpark's most 
popular daily attractions.

This train is 25 feet long, uses 3,000 
balloons and took 60 hours to build.

This train belonged to Allen's 
grandfather and served as a 
model for the balloon train.


