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Lake Metroparks 
More Than a Walk in the Park
Lake Metroparks does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, religion, gender, age, nationality, or disability in employment, 
services, programs, or activities.  Should special assistance be 
required in visiting facilities and/or participating in programs or 
activities of Lake Metroparks, please call 1-800-669-9226 or  
(440) 358-7275 at least 48 hours in advance.Farmpark is a Lake Metroparks facility.  

Farmpark’s mission is to help our urban society understand how farmers raise food, fiber, and other products that 
sustain and enhance human life.
Farmpark Almanac is published three times a year by Lake Metroparks.   
This publication is sent free to Farmpark members. For an annual subscription, please mail a $10 check or money 
order (payable to Lake Metroparks) to: Farmpark Almanac Subscription, Lake Metroparks Farmpark,  
8800 Chardon Road, Kirtland, Ohio 44094.
© 2008 Lake Metroparks, all rights reserved.  lakemetroparks.com 
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Energy on Our 
Farms
By Andy Baker, Farmpark Administrator

In the past Almanac article “Our Agricultural Dilemma”,  
I mentioned some of the issues raised by the new use of corn as an 
energy source. This past fall, during our Fall Harvest Festival, I had 
the opportunity to talk with visitors about the transition from horse 
power to tractor power. The number of horses and mules in the 
United States peaked in 1934. In Ohio, the peak oat production 
occurred in 1928. Hay production reached its peak in 1916. 
Today, Ohio farmers only raise 55,000 acres of oats 
compared to 2,374,000 acres in 1928. When you tie 
these statistics together you realize that in some ways 
we are returning to the days when farmers produced 
horsepower on the farm. We need to keep in mind 
that energy production by farmers is not new even 
though the form is different. Whether the new forms 
of energy, such as ethanol and biodiesel, are better 
than old fashioned horsepower is another issue. At 
Farmpark though, you can see both the old form of 
horsepower and the new and decide for yourself.


